Dear Year 4  children, parents and carers, 
 
Welcome back! 
We hope you had a fantastic Easter break. Our new topic is: Culture:
How do families and communities in Somalia show strength and hope?
Do we have any parents who would like to talk to the children about Somalia? Do you have any pictures/photos of Somalia?
Do we have any parents who are skilled photographers and could share any top tips on photography?
If so we would love to hear from you and it would be wonderful if you could get involved in the classroom. Please message us on Class Dojo.

A heads up, this term we are planning a local visit to the park to enrich are art and photography learning. We are hoping for good weather and as always will be look for volunteers to support. More info to follow on class dojo. 

Please look at this term’s topic web for more info on what we are learning in class. 

Drop off and pick up
The gates are open at 8.45, and we welcome the children in to start vital skills practise from 8.45 and our first lesson starts promptly at 9.00am.
Our morning timetable covers spelling, times tables, reading quizzes, punctuation practise and opportunities to edit and improve work

Class Expectations 

· We are continuing to practice our Redfield Way this year, and will always aim to be kind, safe and ready. We are so excited to share and celebrate our Year 4 achievements, both in school and at home.  
· We won’t have a designated ‘show and tell’ time in class, but if you have an achievement or piece of learning from out of school that you are excited to share, we would love to see it –send us a picture/video on Class Dojo to share in class.  
· Please don’t bring in toys or fidgets from home – we have lots in school and it can be upsetting if special possessions get lost or broken.  

PE  
Please see below for our PE slots this term:
· Rhino – Indoor is Thursday afternoon and indoor is Friday afternoon
· Narwhal – Indoor is Tuesday afternoon and outdoor is Friday afternoon


Spellings and Spelling shed!

· We are continuing to use the spelling platform Spelling Shed - https://www.spellingshed.com/ .  Your children will have spellings and activities set on this platform weekly.  If you are unable to access Spelling Shed, there will be a paper copy of the term’s spellings sent home instead.  
· Spelling tests will take place on a Friday morning. 
· Whilst we teach the spellings in class on a Monday, there is an expectation that children practise these at home. Spelling shed is an excellent tool.
Reading and STAR reader!
· Reading at home can have a huge effect on children’s progress, as well as encouraging them to read for pleasure. 
· We use accelerated reader in school, and encourage children to complete quizzes on the site once they have finished their book. They will have an opportunity to do this in school, but can also complete this at home using the log in they have been given. Please ask your children if the y have finished or have changed their book. They should always quiz after they have finished a book then select a new one of the correct colour.
· https://global-zone61.renaissance-go.com/welcomeportal/6700085 
· All children can bring reading books home from school and they may have books of their own choice from home or the public library that they choose to read.  
· Children should read independently or to an adult at least 5 times a week for 10 minutes.  
Times Tables  and Times Table Rock Stars!

· Well done to all of year 4. So many children have changed their heatmaps from grey-to green. Keep practising on Garage to improve your heatmap.
· Well done to everyone who now has a ‘rock status.’ The faster your recall speed the better your ‘rock status’ We even have a few’ rock heroes,’ already!
· Look out for heatmaps sent home to see progress children have made, 
and any celebratory certificates!

Communication 

· We use Class Dojo for all communications. We aim to reply to dojo messages within 3 working days.
· Please don’t use Dojo for emergency messages as we cannot check them while teaching or in meetings. Continue to call the office for emergency messages. 
· A member of the Year 4 team will be available on the playground between 3.25 and 3.35 every day. 
· We will send out all school messages through Dojo, so please let us know as soon as possible if you are having trouble accessing your account. We will also update Dojo with news about our learning in class and photos of the children’s work.
   









Can you help? 
· We would like to build a directory of skills or expertise that our families would be willing to volunteer in school.  
· Please could you let us know if you would like to support in school and have a particular skill (for example an art technique or drama experience) or area of expertise that you would be willing to talk about (such as a career, religion, or knowledge of a different country or culture).  
· We would love to involve as many families as possible in our learning, and year groups across the school may ask to draw on your expertise.  
· If you are interested in and able to support on trips or visits this year, we would also love to hear from you. 
· Thank you in advance if you can contribute! 
 
Important dates: 

Trip to the park TBC.

MTC WK commencing 1st June (Term 6) 

Kind regards, Year 4 team!

Katie-Beth, Richenda, Radha, Sakinah and Emma



