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September 2026
Term 1 
Year 1 Newsletter

Dear Parents/Carers, 
In this first newsletter, we aim to give you some key information regarding your child’s first term in Year 1, as well as information that will continue to be relevant throughout the year. We continue to remind the children of the Redfield Way – Be kind, Be safe, Be ready.
This term our school value is ‘community’ specifically; How do we make our school a safe place? and we begin to look at ‘litter’ as part of our we have a voice. (Please see our topic web on the school website and Class Dojo for more information).
Please see below the timetable for the class to see who will be teaching when. 
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Learning this term: 
This term we are looking at Zoe Powers in art, she has a mural on Church Road which is very exciting. We plan to take a local walk to visit this but also to support our learning in geography as we are looking at our local area and focussing on map work.
In PE this term we will be doing team building during our outside lessons on Mondays and on Wednesdays we are having our Forest School sessions with Mike.  Please send your child with appropriate shoes and clothes for the weather (as an all-weather school the sessions will continue come rain or shine!)


Reading Books
Each Thursday, your child will have their phonics book changed. Please continue to write in their reading record when you read with them. Our Phonics scheme – Unlocking Letters and Sounds – recommends changing books only once per week so that your child repeats reading a familiar book to build their confidence with their new sound.  In class, the children have guided reading lessons in groups reading a more challenging book level. These will appear in your child’s reading record with the stamp ‘I have read with an adult today’. Any additional reading will be written or stamped in. 
Phonics books: This book will be carefully selected to align with your child's phonic knowledge. They will have a week to immerse themselves in the text, secure their phonics skills, enhance fluency, grasp the narrative, and expand their vocabulary. 
Reading for Pleasure books: We of course encourage enjoying a whole range of books at home together alongside an adult or sibling. Children flourish when engaged in shared reading experiences with adults or older siblings, as they delve into captivating stories and uncover new vocabulary. Additionally, these interactions enable them to recognise familiar sounds and conquer challenging words. Exposing your child to the joy of reading through familial bonding moments fosters a genuine passion for literature.  We will visit our school library every Thursday afternoon and the children will be able to select a book for our classroom library box.

Home time
Please avoid coming into the classrooms at the end of the day as if there are lots of adults around the doorway/classroom it can become tricky to know the whereabouts of the children. We want to keep everyone safe at all times right until they are in the safe hands of their adult. Of course, if you need to come in, please speak to the teacher at the door. 

General information:  
[image: 75,500+ Teddy Bear Stock Illustrations, Royalty-Free Vector ...]Children should not be bringing in any toys/teddies/colouring books in from home. This causes upset if they go missing or are unable to play with them during lesson time. This does not apply if you have an arrangement with a teacher to support a child’s regulation.  
[image: Sun single clipart. Sun graphic. Yappy sun. Digital images, instant  download.]As the weather cools down, please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather. We are an all-weather school, this means we will only come inside during extreme downpours, so please make sure your child has appropriate clothing with them. Coats and wellies are welcome to be left hanging on their pegs.
 

Communication:
· Class Dojo is the easiest way to contact us, and we can call you back if you send a message. We aim to reply to class dojo messages within 3 working days.
· Please don’t use class dojo for emergency messages as we cannot check them while teaching or in meetings. Continue to call the office for emergency messages. 
· A member of the Year 1 team will be available at the class door at 3.25pm every day. We are happy to catch up for an informal chat then and can arrange a meeting for longer conversations – we will aim to arrange meetings within a week. 
· We will send out all school messages through class dojo, so please let us know as soon as possible if you are having trouble accessing your account. We will also update class dojo with news about our learning in class and photos of the children’s work.
· The school website will be updated termly to share topic maps, spelling lists and any additional resources that can support learning at home.   


Dates for your diary:
	Encounter Christianity (visitor linked to our RE curriculum)
	Thursday 17th September

	Community and Culture Day
	Monday 21st September

	Sirona flu vaccinations
	Thursday 24th September

	Local Walk (trip linked to our Ethical Geography and Art curriculum)
	Wednesday 5th October

	Parent evening (booking will happen through Arbor)
	Tuesday 20th October and Thursday 22nd October





[image: Cute Giraffe Vector Illustration on White]Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions.
Kind Regards,
Hannah and Gemma
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